THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

the vernacular dialects, the Paisachi is said to
have contained the smallest infusion of Sanscrit.1

That the Asuras originally spoke a language
which differed from that of the Aryas seems
evident. Several passages are quoted by Pro-
fessor Muir, from the Rig Veda, in which the
word " mridavach " is applied to the speech of
the Asuras (R. V. i. 74, 2 ; v. vi. 3 ; v, vii. 6),
Of these passages. Professor Muir observes:
" The word mridavach, which I have translated
< injuriously speaking/ is explained by Say ana as
meaning one whose organs of speech are de-
stroyed." a The original meaning of the ex-
pression was, doubtless, that the language of
the Asuras was more or less unintelligible to the
Aryas. The same explanation will apply to
another passage in the Rig Veda, where it is
said : " May we (by propitiating Indra) conquer
the ill-speaking man." 3

From the Satapatha Brahmana, we find that
" The Asuras, being deprived of speech, were
undone, crying, ' He lava/ ' He lava.' Such
was the unintelligible speech which they uttered.
And he who speaks thus is a Mlecha. Hence, let
no Brahman speak barbarous language, since
such is the speech of the Asuras." *

1 Muir, O.S.T., ii. 49.                 a Ib. ii. 277,

3 Rig Veda, Wilson, VII. xviii. 13.
* Satapatha Br. iii. 2, i, 23,
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